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Recycle Bulbs
 
While incandescent, halogen, and LED bulbs are safe 
to dispose of in landfills, you may be hesitant to throw 
them in the trash as they can be recycled. Recycling 
bulbs helps reduce waste and conserve our resources  
to make for a better planet. 

Light bulbs are made of several recyclable materials: 
glass, plastic, and metal. When taken to a recycling  
facility, bulbs are separated into these components.  
The metal of circuit boards, filament, and its base are  
often the most sought-after material; these will be  
reused for multiple purposes. For CFL bulbs, which  
contain mercury, the facility will safely extract the  
mercury from the bulb parts.  

Bring bulbs to Polk County Recycling Center in St. Croix 
Falls. Do not place bulbs in the general recycling bin, as 
the glass is not the same as the glass used in bottles and  
other recyclables. If mixed, they can cause the recyclable 
items to be unusable. 

In the last 10 years Polk County Recycling has collected 
76,721 bulbs and works with LRI to make sure they are 
properly recycled. LRI is Lamp Recyclers Inc. located in 
Green Bay and Somerset. LRI provides specialized  
recycling services.

E-Cycle  
Wisconsin  

Wisconsin’s electronic recycling law started 
the E-Cycle Wisconsin statewide, manufactur-
er-funded program to recycle electronics.  
Manufacturers, recyclers, collectors, retailers, 
local governments and others have important 
roles to play in making E-Cycle Wisconsin a 
success. Manufacturers must recycle a target 
weight of electronics each year based on their 
sales. Manufacturers contract with state- 
registered recyclers and collectors to meet  
their targets. 

Polk County Recycling has been collecting  
and reporting to the E-Cycle program since  
the program launched in 2010, shortly after  
the recycling electronic law took effect. In the 
last 10 years Polk County has recycled 655,963 
lbs. of electronics. 
 
Polk County’s electronics are brought to  
Dynamic Lifecycle Innovations located in  
Onalaska, WI. Dynamic also works with the 
e-cycle program and has a full-scale refurbish-
ing and disassembly operation to ensure  
quality data security, and sustainability.  

polk.recycling%40co.polk.wi.us
https://www.co.polk.wi.us/recycling

